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guage, the Archbishop being anxious to make it clear that Hali-
fax was in no sense an ambassador; but it reads a little more cor-
dially in extenso than in the extract:

The kind letter which Your Eminence wrote to me on May
2 ist in acknowledgment of the copy I had sent to you of our
Lambeth Conference Appeal boldens me to write to you again
upon a matter of present interest and perhaps importance.

I learn from Lord Halifax that he is about to pay a visit to
France where he will meet his old friend the Abbe Portal, well-
known I believe to Your Eminence, and I gather that it is possible
they may have occasion to go also to Belgium and may meet
Your Eminence there. Lord Halifax is, as Your Eminence doubt-
less knows, a faithful son of the Church of England, who has,
during a long life, interested himself in all that concerns the Re-
union of Christendom and specially perhaps the possibilities of a
happier relationship between the Church of Rome and the
Church of England. Lord Halifax does not go in any sense as
ambassador or formal representative of the Church of England,
nor have I endeavoured to put before him any suggestions with
regard to the possibility of such conversations as might take place
between Your Eminence and himself. Anything that he says
therefore would be an expression of his personal opinion rather
than an authoritative statement of the position or the endeavours
of the Church of England in its corporate capacity. I cannot but
think however that you would find a conversation with him con-
sonant with the thought expressed in Your Eminence's letter to
me of May 2ist and of the visions set forth in the Lambeth Con-
ference Appeal. Lord Halifax's lifelong interest in the whole qiics-
tion must necessarily give weight and importance to the opinion
he expresses.

I feel sure that Your Eminence will pardon me for thus writing
to you about my old and valued friend Lord Halifax, who has de-
voted his life largely to the service of the Church he loves.3

Halifax, needless to say, had wanted a little more than this.